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Introduction  

This note deals with three aspects of Brookwood ï the location, the early history of the area and the history of 

the tenement known as the Hermitage up to the demolition of the house in 1935. 

The Lightbox in Woking has a file of papers largely consisting of personal recollections of happenings in the 

area. Insofar as these are the memories of people who were there at the time, we can probably accept the 

authenticity of their accounts subject to the reservation that memories often play tricks with the facts. The 

repetition of the same happenings recalled by more than person give credence to the various stories. The papers 

record the memories of a number of local people including Margaret Waters, Mr J.M. Humphrey, Mrs. Green 

and Messrs R.C Tunnell and L.E. Harris. 

The file includes the following items: 

 a) Particulars of sale of the Hermitage in 1822, 

 b) Plan of the Hermitage for sale by auction in 1878, 

 c) Plan drawn up by Cyril B Tubbs in 1879 for a proposed development of the Hermitage  estate, 

 d) Mrs Greenôs talk to the First Year (of the Hermitage school?) on the Hermitage Estate when it 

  was owned by the Big House, 

 e) Notes and press cuttings regarding the Hermitage Tunnels, 

 f) other papers collected by Margaret Waters. 

Part III includes extracts from the Censuses 1841-1901. The writing in these is often difficult to read and 

researchers are urged to consult the original censuses as many of the transcriptions available contain numerous 

errors both of the transcribers and the enumerators. 
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Part I - The Location 

Brookwood originally part of the Royal Manor of Woking eventually gave its name to the Victorian 

development which grew up alongside the railway and the earlier Basingstoke canal but the original 

Brookwood or Brok-wud with which this paper is concerned lay further to the east of the present day residential 

development of the same name. 

The John Remnant map of 1719 shows Brook to the east of Brookwood cross roads and Wood to the west of 

Robin Hood Road. It would appear that Brookwood was bounded by the Bagshot Road on the west and Robin 

Hood Road on the east with Knaphill originally in Horsell parish as the northern limit and a line drawn between 

Blackhorse Road (probably at the Old Gardens) and St Johns representing the southern boundary. The railway 

and the canal when these were built passed south of the Hermitage and north of New Coppice.  
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                   © Cambridge University Library 

 

This is the December 1709 John Holmes map of Brookwood. The map is not on the same alignment as the later 

Remnant map and the area extends slightly outside the northern boundary of the Royal Manor of Woking. 

Brookwood is that part of the map within the brown line. The details on the map are not as clear as these must 

have been when the map was drawn.  
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©Surrey History Service 

 

This is a tracing copy of the earlier map of December 1709 by John Holmes and helps with the reading of the 

fainter original map.   
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At the top left of both the original and the tracing can be found Jno Witherall and  Richard Howard outside the 

brown line. These appear on the following Remnant map as 69 Richard Witherall and 64 Richard Howard just 

before and just after Broadway today leaves the Bisley and Bagshot road.  

At the top and outside the brown line are  Henry Roake and James Turner which are Horsell names the two 

families almost certainly living outside Brookwood and the manor. Proceeding on our clockwise route around 

the brown line Joseph Martin can be found outside the line at no.143 on Remnant at the corner of present day 

Barnaby and Beechwood Roads. 

Further on still outside the brown line are Humphrey Tuckhurst and Henry Stedman with the Tuckhurst and 

Stedman families on the Remnant map at 161 on Robin Hood Road just before the turn off to Clifton Way and 

212 also in Robin Hood Road at the present day Brookwood Farmhouse.  

At the bottom of the map and outside the brown line is Henry Trigg (there is no one of this name in Remnant or 

the parish registers) and further round the circle is Henry Bird within the brown line, which is 263 on Remnant 

but in the name of Thomas Bird. 

The table of acreage at the bottom left hand corner of the John Holmes original map reads: 

 

Brookwood 684 0 38 

The Hermitage   23 2   0 

New Coppice   51 0 30 

Henry Bird     5 0   0 

Joseph Martin     2 1   0 

Total 766 0 28 

 

The first three items agree with Remnant. In 1719 Henry Birdôs holding was in the name of Thomas Bird. The 

holding of Joseph Martin is slightly different. 
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In this extract from the Remnant map above the words Brook and Wood are just visible with Robin Hood Road 

snaking 

down in the middle of the extract. 
 

The commentary accompanying the map gives the following details of the area at the time the map was drawn. 

These do not agree with Aubreyôs account (see page 11). 

Map ref. No.on map  Description or occupant Tenure A R P  

        

bG 260 Brook Wood Lords 684 0 38 *  

cG 261 The Hermitage Free 23 2 00  

aL 262 New Coppice The Lord 51 0 30  
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