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Introduction  

 

The object of this paper is to provide historical information on that part of Horsell which is known as Horsell 

Birch with particular reference to the Cricketers. Use (other than in respect of images) is permitted provided 

that such use is for non-commercial purposes and the source of the information is acknowledged. The holder of 

copyright of each image is shown where known and permission to use images must be sought from the 

copyright holder concerned. 

 

Horsell Birch 

 

Manning & Bray say that Horsell is a small village consisting of some few farms and scattered tenements and is 

situate about three miles to the north west of Woking. This was before the railway came to Woking in 1838 

when the town was on its original site at present day Old Woking. 

 

Surrey History Centre on their website exploring surreyôs past add: Horsell was a poor village in 1800 and 

unusually never had a ógreat houseô. The main industry was market-gardening with several nurseries 

established. The village of Horsell remained rural until the 1880s but the coming of the railway to Woking 

made Horsell a desirable residential area, so much building took place destroying Horsellôs rural character 

and gradually joining it with the new Woking. According to the 1878 PO directory the soil was sandy with the 

subsoil loamy, the main crops were said to be wheat, oats, peas and beans. 
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Alan Crosbyôs map from his A History of Woking published in 1982 showing the changes in Horsell village 

1890-1914 reveals the existence of a number of farms between the railway and Horsell Birch in the top left 

hand corner of the map. In fact there were more Horsell farms than those shown. This area, therefore, originally 

represented the more productive part of the village. 

 

The less productive land was on the edge of this area being what might be termed the waste. Horsell Birch with 

its continuance Viggory Lane and Cheapside formed the boundary. Along this boundary would have been the 

© Alan Crosby 
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usual cottages found on the edge of commons. Presumably the inhabitants would have originally used the 

common to graze their livestock. With the end of such practices this grazing would have been taken over by 

invasive birch. Here we are concerned with Horsell Birch which probably owes its name to the tree. 

 

 
 

 
Extract from Edward 
Rydeôs 1851 map. 586 is 

the Cricketers and 587-9 

Birch Farm House 

© Surrey History Service 
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Today the roadway and public footpath known as Horsell Birch runs from Littlewick Road near by Squires 

garden centre, initially as a made up road with six houses but after crossing Claydon Road as a footpath along 

the northern edge of Tracious Copse until it reaches the Cricketers. The 1851 Edward Ryde map shows that at 

that time there were no buildings between Littlewick Road and the Cricketers. It continues then as a rough road 

the short distance to Horsell High Street which it crosses turning as it does in a more or less northwardly 

direction becoming a distinctly unmade-up roadway. The way ends when it reaches the tarmac Viggory Lane 

and Spring Cottage. The general area enclosed within the bounds of the Birch and Littlewick Road is known as 

Horsell Birch. 

Another extract from Edward Rydeôs map. Birch Cottage is 23, Birch House 24, Elm Cottage/Ivy Cottage 

26 and Spring Cottage 29. The Hampton/Daborn families lived at 28 and the Elson family at 30. 

© Surrey History Service 
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There are a number of Grade II listed buildings in the area namely: 

 

Cricketers Horsell Birch Horsell
(a)

  

 

 
 

Facing the green where possibly cricket has been played in the past. The listing detail is as follows: 

 

Public house. C16 to rear with C18 and C19 front. Front elevation brick, slate roof with rendered stacks on 

right hand end and left of centre. 2 storeys; glazing bar sash windows under cambered heads, 3 across the first 

floor, angle bay window to ground floor left. C20 door in addition to right. Included for the original cottage at 

the rear: timber framed encased in brick; plain tile roof with rendered stack to right hand end. Casement 

windows, 2 across first floor. Central glazed door under corrugated iron pent roofed porch on wood supports; 

further door in small one bay extension to the left.  


