Valencian and Penn tiles
in Woking

Valencian tiles have been found on the Palace site and in the Old Woking
area. As a general rule these tiles can be said to have originated from the
Palace and to have been used there. On the other hand, Penn tiles are
more likely to have come from and been used in StP e t eahwch .

The Valencian tiles were imported from southern Spain and have also
been found in Guildford, Billericay and Dartford . Penn tiles were made
at Penn in Buckinghamshire and are found all along the Thames valley
as far as London .

The Valencian tiles probably date from the middle to the end of the 15t
century whereas Penn tiles were made in the 14" century . The best of
these were made before the Black Death. The tiles found in Old Woking
are later and usually given atime span of 1350-90.



Surrey Archaeological
Collections

The Valencian tiles recovered from the Palace site and nearby Old
Woking are the subject of areport by lan Betts of the Museum of London
published in volume 94 of Surrey Archaeological Collections 2008.

Most of the information in this presentation has been extracted from
this publication and we are grateful to Surrey Archaeological Society for
allowing us to do this. The presentation is not intended in any way to
supplant or qualify the report . Anyone requiring further information on
the tiles is recommended to refer to the original paper.

The report's conclusion is that: Woking Palace has produced the largest
assemblage of Valencian tiles found anywhere in Britain . Brought in
during the mid to the late 15th century, they are among the earliest tin-
glazed tiles known to have been used in this country. They are decorated
with six different designs, four of which can be paralleled on Valencian
tiles known from Spain.
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Valencian tiles

These tiles are of six known designs:

1. Heraldic
2. Central Rose
1 3. Radiating Naturalistic Leaf Pattern with Square Corner

Decoration

1 4. Geometric Design With Cross  -hatching, Blue Bars and Foliate
Elements

1 5. Border Tile with Naturalistic Leaf Pattern and

1 6. New

The sixth design has not yet acquired a description having only just
been discovered at Woking during the September investigation of 2009.



This is the Heraldic design.

The larger complete tile is from St Mary
Billericay. The other two fragments of
the same design were found at Woking
by divers working in the River Wey
adjacent to the remains of a wharf at
Woking Palace.
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This is the Central Rose design.

The small fragment was
recovered by divers at the Palace
site.

The larger damaged tile was
recovered from the in  -filling of
the central moat arm during the
investigation carried out in
September 2009.

The bottom complete tile was
discovered some time ago at
Newark Priory and has been
kindly loaned by Guildford
Museum.
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This design is described as
Radiating Naturalistic Leaf
Pattern with Square
Corner Decoration.

The small fragment was
recovered by divers from
the River Wey. The upper
complete tile was found in
the floor of the Palace vault
in 1993.

The bottom tile is from St
Mary Billericay.

Design 3




This design is described as Geometric Design With Cross -hatching,
Blue Bars and Foliate Elements.
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tiles are from the Grange in Old Woking and Monument Hill
respectively.




Four tile reconstruction of
Design 4

There are sufficient

fragments and information
known of the design to allow
this four tile reconstruction

by Faith Vardy .\We have
reproduced the original

black drawing in blue (not

necessarily the correct

shade) to give some idea of

how the tiles would have

looked when set together.
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Design 5

Design 5 is a Border Tile With Naturalistic Leaf Pattern.

The tile on the left is an almost complete tile found within the Palace
vault by the doorway between the vault and the adjacent Tudor brick
building.

The other tile on the right is another tile recovered by divers from the
River Wey near to the remains of a wharf or jetty at the Palace site.
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New Design

This tile of a hitherto
unknown design was
discovered to the south o
the Great Hall during the
investigations
undertaken in September
20009.
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Penn tiles

These Penn tiles are |
Woking tile collection and probably

were found under the floor in the nave.

It is possible that the church was paved

with Penn tiles up to the time the

Victorian restoration was carried out

and central heating installed in the

church.

The top tile is a good specimen of a
Penn tile still retaining its glaze. The
bottom tile has lost its glaze.




Penn tiles continued

The first tile above was donated by Woking History Society and |
was found in the fields between the
church. It is most likely to have originated from the floor of the |
church.

the secopd LIl e | 5 T FPOom I He SIE Fel o
from the nave floor. |

The third fragment was donated by the Estate of Tom Harding
and must be from Old Woking or nearby.



Valencian and Penn tiles

A number of the images in this presentation are the property of
others namely Phillip Arnold, lan Betts and Faith Vardy and we are
grateful to the owners for permission to use these.

We are also indebted to the following who have allowed us to borrow
certain of the tiles for this display:

Ao BPel e g ol el @ d Wkl hg ol
A Guildford Museum for the loan of their VValencian Rose tile and

A Surrey County Archaeological Unit for the Valencian tile of the
hitherto unknown design and the Valencian Rose tile both
unearthed during the investigation carried out in September 2009

and the Radiating Naturalistic Leaf Pattern tile at present in their
possession.
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Guide to Woking Palace

The Official Guide to Woking Palace is
avallable from Reception price £2.50.



